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To THE EDITOR & You 
^ /^, 

'Where are the instruments?' 
J 

Let's Look Back ^ 

^ 
24 & 48 YEARS AGO 

We are in needof instniments! 
Tliere aie several instniments 

missing from past years. If you have 
any information on the location of any 
Rice CISD instruments, PLEASE 
inform Rice High School as soon as 
possible. 

We are looking for any Rice in-
stniment but are especially interested 
in die Rice High School French Horns, 
Contra Bass Clarinets, Tenor Saxo­
phones and Trombones. 

If you know anything about these 
instruments, please inform Mr. Talton 

or Dr. Miles at the high school (234-
3535). 

Any and all help would be gready 
S4>preciated 

Thank You, 
James Talton 
RHS Band Director 

Thanks extended to all 
The Eagle Lake Study Qub 

wishes to think you, Jeannine, for the 
excellent coverage you gave our 17di 
Annttal Auctioa during die month of 

To Carol who took die pictures of 
ilens and donors (and Leslie who de-

vek)ped and printed diem all), you 
spaiked interest and enthusiasm. 

Joe H. McCreary conducted a 
lively aucdon which netted $12,225 
total so fan all of which goes to die 
Eula and David Wintermann Library. 

We thank all of the generous and 

loyal donors, buyers and woiken who 
contribute so much each year to mak­
ing this event the success diat it is. 

Sincerely, 
Fab-Wells, Chauman 
Ways & Means Committee 
Eagle LidM Study Club 

Jan. 27,1972 
The arrest of six youtfis from Eagle 

Lake and Sheridan solved the burglary 
of the Sheridan Cafe on Tuesday night 
of last week and set off a chain-reac-
don that resulted in a total of four bur­
glaries being solved and die arrest of 
total of 10 toys, ranging in age from 
14 to 19 years. Arrested were Lupe 
Moreno and Thomas Hernandez of 
Sheridan and Casimero Torres, Joe 
Gonzales and Roger Montemayor 
from Eagle Lake as well as two juve­
niles... 

Three young men from Eagle Lake 
have been charged with die recent 
theft of the Cantu Grocery. The trio, 
Abel Cantu, Andrew Mendoza and 
Joe Lira, were charged with breaking 

and entering... 
Leon Wiley was arrested follow­

ing a shoodng at Samto Riggin's 
Country Inn near Matdiews. He left 
die scene after shooting Agnes Rich­
ardson three times. Wiley is in die 
county jail under a $5,000 bond, 
charged with assault widi intent to 
murder... 

Justin Smith, prominent contrac­
tor in diis community for many years 
prior to his retirement, passed away in 
die Eagle Lake Conununity Hospital 
at 10:50 p.m. Monday, Jan. 24, two 
days after he was taken to the hospital 
following a heart attack... 

Seven talented students of Mari­
lyn Thomas' twiriing school in Eagle 
Lake participated in competition in 

Special committee report says Texans want tax relief 
A committee diat studied over the 

last six mondis how Texans feel about 
school property taxes made its final 
report to Gov. George W. Bush last 

And there were no surprises: Tex­
ans want relief from high property 
taxes. 

According to the Ausdn Ameri-
coH-Siatesman, which published an 
vticle on the findings before diey 
were officially released, the report 
said, "From the public testimony re­
ceived, it b clear diat high property 
taxes in Texas are having an effect on 
the economy and are placing a sub­
stantial burden on homeownership." 

Rep. Tom Craddick, R-Midland, 
chaimun of die tax-writing House 
Ways and Means Committee, said. 

State Capitol 
Highlights 
By LyndeU Williams 

and Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Association 

"The report gives credence to the gov­
ernor's belief that property taxes are 
too high and are hanqiering growth 
and job creation." 

Still unsolved is the riddle of how 
to replace die $11 billion in property 
taxes diat Texas' public schools col­
lect each year. A mix of new sales and 
business taxes has been discussed 
The issue will take lop priority when 
die state Legislature convenes in Jan. 

CStlywM® MdPirttgffig® CaDnnnpaiiiny 

STEVE TAYLOR 
Mortgage Consultant 

409-234-2768 (Home) -
25 Nordi Bell • Bellville, Texas 77418 

409-865-8788 
Pager: 800.409-6922 

Fax: 409-865-2292 
l-800-210-87g8 

PoU Studies Gun Law Effects 
Some Texans aren't behaving the 

same since die state's concealed hand­
gun law went into effect on Jan. 1. 

One out of four surveyed in the 
latest Harte-Hanks Texas Poll said 
they now approach odiers differendy, 
whedier on foot or in a car. But 71% 
said they are not concerned about 
those who lawfully carry a handgun. 

State Sen. Jerry Patterson, an au­
thor of the right-to-carry law, said the 
fact that 71% of the respondents are 
not concerned is a 'Yairiy substantial 
endorsement of die law." 

"They haven't swallowed die anti-
handgun contention diat diere will be 
a blood badi, which diere hasn't 
been," he told die Dallas Morning 
News. 

Nina Butts, president of die Aus­
tin-based Texans Against Gun Vio­
lence, said, "It doesn't surprise me a 
quarter of die people out dioe would 
fed different in public now because of 
die law." 

Robert Montserrat, general coun­
sel of die Texas State Rifle Associa­
tion, said, "Those who have changed 
their behavior are probably more po­
lite and there's nothing wrong wiUi 
that There's a saying diat an armed 
society is a polite society." 

Conducted Oct 7-13 by die office 
of Survey Research of die University 

NATIONAL HOME 
CARE MONTH 

November is National Home Care Month, a 
perfect time to pay tribute to die professionals 
who deliver exertional home care to patients 
widi acute, long-term, and terminal needs. 
Using modem technology and old-fashioned 
caring, diese people w(xk to nsiore 
indqwndence and dignity to dieir patients. 
Through diem, die elderly, disabled, and 
infirm are able to be cared for in die comfort 
and security of home, surrounded by loved 
ones and personal possessions. They are die 
true heroes uid heroines of our healdi care 
delivery system. Their woric ennobles us all. 

RICE DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 

Eagle Lake Home Health Care 
Celebrates "National Home Care Month'' 

"Our Family Caring for Your Family" 
409-234-5571 1.800-926-7954 

of Texas, die poll, which has a margin 
of error of plus or minus 3%, was 
answered by 1,001 Texans. 

Voter Turnout Concerns Garza 
A "padietic" 53.18% of Texas' 

registered voters went to die polls on 
Nov. 5, Secretary d^ State Tony Garza 
reported. 

The turnout cakulated by Garza, 
die state's chief elections officer, 
would have been higher if not for a 
change in federal law. The change 
required Texas to count as registered 
voters atout 1 million "suspense vot­
ers," people wto have moved and in 
past elections wouki have been purged 
from the rolls. 

WidKNit the suspense voters, die 
Nov. 5 turnout would have been 
58.7%, still lower dian any statewide 
election since 1970. 

Garza says diis year's lackluster 
performance toils down to people not 
realizing die importance of govern­
ment in their lives. 

"Unfortunately, our approach to 
getting out die vote is very similar to 
Nike's approach to selling sneakers: 
We're saying, 'just do it ' When you 
ask people to vote... people ask why." 

"I'm not blaming die voters," 
Garza added "It's our fault if we don't 
get die message to voters." 

Phone Protections Sought 
Consumer advocates want die 

Texas Public Utility Commission to 
amend its rules so Texans with out­
standing long-distance teleptone bills 
cannot be cut off from local and emer­
gency calling services. 

/f= = ^ 

Bible Verse 
of the Week 

"Blessed are they that 
hear the word of God, and 
keep it." —Luke 11:28 

Submitted by 
Neddy PhilUps 

Sute Public Utility Counsel Suzi 
Ray McClellan said, 'The practice of 
disconnecting local service for non­
payment of long distance is outdated 
Tlie PUC should stand up for consum­
ers and stop diis practice." 

McQellan, die Center for Econo­
mic Justice, and die Consumers Union 
asked die PUC to sqiarate local and 
long distance bills. 

Under current PUC rules, bills for 
long distance and kxal services are 
linked so nonpayment on eidier can 
result in disconnection. 

Smart Jobs Fund Grant 
The Texas Dqiartment of Com­

merce has awarded a Smart Jobs Fund 
grant to General Cable Corporation of 
Bonhaia The company will receive 
$199,458 in worker training funds to 
train 107 new employees. 

The grant will help General Cable 
train new machine operators, shipping 
clerics, a quality control technician, a 
process improvement coordinator and 
a production supervisor. 

General Cable manufacturers 
communications cable for telephone 
companies. The firm's major custom-
en include U.S. West and Ameritec as 
well as many indqxndent companies. 
The firm also exports its ptoduca to 
foreign countries. 

The Smart Jobs program is em­
ployer-driven and helps Texas busi­
nesses train dieir woricforce for die 
kinds of jobs that lead to opportunities 
for advancement 

In die first year of die 1996-97 
biennium, 88 grants were approved to 
train more dian 22,000 workers. 

Did You Know. . . 
The baby carriage was in­

vented in 1848 by a New Yorker 
named Charles Burton. His earii-
est model was a large box with 
four wheels and a handle attached 
to it It wasn't a hit in America, 
however and Burton moved to 
Britain where Queen Victoria took 
a liking to it and odier moms soon 
followed suit 

Houston last Saturday, Jan. 22, and 
brought tome first place in a group 
dance routine and a first place in solo 
competition. Laurel Anderson, Julia 
Thomas, Penny Tate, Becky Gert-
son, Lisa Matcheski, Penny Szy-
manski and Patti Matthys won first 
place as a group while Becky Gertson 
won in solo competition. 

Sept. 3,1948 
AldKMigh die Eagles lost 19-0. 

Friday night at Eagle Stadium, die 
game was exciting from start to finish 
since die plucky Eagles fought dog­
gedly to prevent the powerful neigh­
boring team, Wharton, from rolling up 
an expected large score... 

County Judge Henry Buescher 
died today... 

Twenty-five golfers took part in 
die blind hole bogey tournament at die 
Lake View Gotf-Club last Sunday... 

Herbert Glueck underwent a ma-
jor operation at Herman Hospital in 
Houston Tuesday. He is the son of Mr. 
& Mrs. Alvfai Glueck... 

Mr. & Mrs. TA. Westbrook are 
receiving congratulations on die arri-
val of a (lighter, Cynthia Lynn, wto 
was bom at Laughlin Hospital, Tliun-
day. Sept 23, at 6:10 a.m.... 

Friends of Mrs. J.C. WUlis Sr. 
were saddened to leam that it was nec­
essary for her to undergo an operation 
at a Wharton hospital Tuesday... 

Friedrich Hoeninghaus was 
home for a weekend visit widi his 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. F.A. Hoening­
haus. He returned to die University of 
Texas Sunday... 

Sonny Booker was four years ok! 
Saturday and celebrated die occasion 
by inviting some little friends to a 
party, at die tome of his grandparents, 
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Lanner... 

Miss Joan Davis was delightfully 
surprised when her mother entertain­
ed widi a supper party at dieir home 
Wednesday evening, die occasion 
being her birthday... 

Mr. & Mrs. G.C. Duncan return­
ed Tuesday after a two-week visit lo 
NewYoric... 

Dr. & Mrs. JJM. Goss were here 
diis week to visit die family of dieir 
daughter, Mr. & Mrs. D.R. Wiater-
mann... 

Mrs. R.E. Altmaa entertained 
widi a surprise oofTee honoring Mrs. 
N.C. Ney on die occasion of her birdi-
day last Friday... 

Last Friday night die Garwood 
Gars foodiall team traveled to Loliu 
and won dieir first game of die season, 
22to21.. . 

Mesdames Buddy Randow, Hen. 
ry Nelson and Henry Kretzscbaar 
entertained at die Kretzschmar home 
Wednesday evening with a miscella­
neous bridal stower for Miss Alice 
Bene Clapp, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
T.C. Clapp and bride-elect of Frank 
Ruby... 

Friends will be happy to lean diat 
C.F. Hrachovy of EUinger, fadier of 
Mrs. Oscar Miller, was able to remm 
to his home diis week after a stty in die 
Columbus Hospital 

Dear Friends and Neighbors of District 28, 

Thank you for your support in the race for State Represoitative for District 28 and the 
opportunity to represent you in the Texas Legislature. A special thank you to all those 
who worked hard in the grass roots effort of putting up signs, making phone calls, licking 
stamps, going door to door, sponsoring events, and the many other tasks that made this 
campaign a success. 

As I have said many times during the campaign, 1 want to represent this district in a new-
partisan manner working with the Govenor and the leadership in the House and Senate to 
make sure that our State Oovemmem works for us and not against us. I will represent 
everyone &irly and equally, inchiding those who dioose not to support me in this last 
election. We all must work together for the good of rural Texas. Please fed free to 
contact me at (409) 234-2713 if you have any questions or concerns about the upcoming 
legislative session. 

Again, thank you for your support and help. 

RobbyCodc 
State Representative -Elect 
House District 28 

Paid For By Robby Cook Campaign, Mary Kay Cook Treasurer 
P O. Box 716 E«fl^ Lake, Texu 77434 

Cal l C r ime Stoppers • 2 3 4 - 5 5 5 5 • It Pays Rewards 
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Spenraths' home chosen 'Yard of the Month 
The Civic Garden Qub has chosen 

die Floyd Spenradi tome on Soudi 
McCarty as dieir Yard of die Mondi. 

Floyd and his wife, Jeanette, built 
dieir tome in 1976. He was die band 
director for Rice High School during 
the first years it was established. 

1 v̂  Floyd retired in 1994 after teach­
ing in Wharton and Sealy. Jeanette 
teaches at Sealy Elementary School. 

They planted die oak and pecan 
trees in die front yard. 

On the west side of die front lawn 
is a long bed of Mr. Lincoln roses. 
There are several different kinds of 
antique roses diat are ever-blooming, 
the Martha Gonzales Madame 
De'Clor, Old Blush and many others. 

Around die oak uees in front are 
assorted marigolds. Floyd is a real 
gardener and keeps the yard in bloom 
all die time. 

In die back yard, he has a Isuge 
vegetable garden. This time of year, 
he has greens, tomatoes, broccoli and 
a variety of hot peppers growing. 

When you drive out 90A, please 
notice diis yard. Somediing in it will 
always be in bloom. 

We all appreciate your talents and 
hard work, Floyd. Thanks. 

Robin Thomas, Cherry Corman, Anna Lee Higgins and Maxine GrifTith presented Fkiyd Spenrath with the 
Civic Garden Club's''Yard of the Month" sign for Nov. HeadUght Photo by CanlCardtnas 

PJs tickets now on sale 
Tickets are now available for die 

PJs next exciting, fun production, 
"Last Chance High". 

A comedy full of music, dance and 

surprising characters, "Last Chance 
High" deals widi die problems of a 
high school for drop-outs. 

The principal treats die place like a 
prison and die teachers are stranger 
than die students. 

Throw in some students transfer­
red by mistake, a few shady deals and 
misunderstandings and the whole 
tiling comes togedier and good triu­
mphs at last 

Forty-two young people, ages five 
to 15, are involved in the production, 
Sara Mann is assistant director and 
Paula Barrow is singing coach. 

John Matdiews has installed a 
new, improved sound system. Lana 
Dulany has designed the set 

And, widi diecontinuedsupportof 
the wonderful PJ parents, we promise 
a fun stow. 

Reserved tickets are $5 and avail­

able at Laker Printing. 
General seating is $1.50 for adults 

and 50^ for children and will be avail­
able at die door. 

Production dates are Friday, Nov. 
22, at 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Nov. 24, at 
3:30 pm. 

Gasca, Suarez announce engagement 
Mr. and Mrs. Guadalupe Gasca of Eagle Lake are pleased toaDOOoaoe 

the engagement and approaching marriage of their daughter, Mary 
Elaine, to Joe Angel, son of Mr. and Mrs. Luciano Suarez of Houstoa. 

The wedding is planned for Saturday, November 23,1996, at Onr Ladj 
of Guadalupe Sanctuary, Parish of the Nativity. 

Study Club Auction nets 1̂2K+ for Library 

Hospital to strengthen collection policy 
RiccDistrictCommunity Hospital 

Board of Trustees voted unanimously 
at their regular meeting Oct 28 to im­
plement a new collection policy which 
will put a stop to die practice of hun­
dreds of patients, wto now accept 
treatment refusing to pay dieir bills. 

"It is absolutely unfair to the prop­
erty-owners of die Rice District who 
pay over $500,000 per year in taxes to 
have some of their neightors and 
fiiends get a "free ride" at taxpayer 
expense", said one trustee. 

The amount of charge-offs from 
bad debts was a severe problem for the 
Administration and Board, even be­
fore the ux district was formed in 
order to save die Hospital for citizens 
of diis area. 

Many times die patient or person 
responsible for payment diinks die 
insurance or Medicare stould pay the 
entire bill and diat diey should pay 
nodung. 

The trudi is, towever, diat most in­
surance policies have a deductible and 
even medicare only pays 80% of die 
charges approved which, in most 
cases, is less dian die hospital charge. 
Medicaid patients contribute to die 
dilemma by coming to die Emergency 
Room or as patients to be admitted and 
not bringing widi diem dieir Medicaid 
card identification number. 

They are admitted, treated, dis­
charged, and diey go home promising 
to return widi die much-needed num­
ber. However, mondis go by, letten 
are written, calls are made, but no one 
brings in die number. The deadline for 
filing a claim widi Medicaid offices 
passes and the hospital loses the 
money it would have gotten from the 
government to pay die bill. 

Board members were appalled at 
die number of accounts listed on die 
bad debt list as well as some of die 
names of prominent citizens and busi­
ness owners in die district's area. 

Administrator David Keidi was 
authorized to write one more letter to 
many of die citizens explaining die 
Hospital's position and offering an in­
stallment plan for payment if pay­
ment couki not be made in full before 
legal proceedings are initiated. 

Reducing die bad debt write-off 
-amount is a very positive and prudent 
way 10 eventually re(bice die tax rate 
for die hospital district and is one of 
die more important goals of die Board. 

The physKal plant as most of you 
know, was opened in 1975 and is now 
in need of numerous repairs, mainte­
nance and updating. Capital improve­
ments are needed NOW. 

If all die charges bUled out each 
mondi by die Business Office were 
prompdy paid, capital funds could be 

CPSI trainer Brenda Johnson (standing, second from left) is pictured with 
business olTice personnel, from left, Sharon Sommer, Gail Shavers and 
Eva Ebarra and, seated, Lina Ferguson. RDCH Photo 

The 1996 Eagle Lake Study Club 
Auction, held Nov. 2 at die Commu­
nity Center, brought in a total of 
$12,225.50 as of last Tuesday, Nov. 5. 
The total includes $623 raised from 
chances purchased on die Victorian 
doll touse, $610.50 from die bake 
sale, $1,258 from the silent auction, 
$9,360 from die main auction and 
$374 in donations. 

Buyers of the auction items, both 
main and sUent are listed below widi 
die purchaser's name and die amount 
bid following die item and donor. 

1. Dog or cat gnwming donated by 
Lynn Ellis, purchased by Eula Winter­
mann, $30; 2.1 Pound OkUhoma Wild-
flower Seed donated by Wildseed Farms 
Inc., John &• Marilyn TTiomas, purchased 
by BUI Harrison, $30; 3. Wheelchair or 
l^p Afghan crocheted, Blanche Reid, 
purchased by Eula Wintermann, $35; 

4. Large casserole holder with Pyrex 
dish, Dick Dunham, purchased by Joe 
Herbert McCreary, $20; 5. 50 Engraved 
Christmas cards and envelopes, Laker 
Printing & Trophies, Jonna & Wayne Bo-
wen, purchased by Laura Myres, $75; 6. 
Exam, X-rays «nd Cleaning, John 
Myres, D.D.S., purchased by W.L. Bauer, 
$60; 

7. Fishing trip ror4 to PortO'Connor, 
Clifton Tyler, purchased by Dan Gertson, 
$250; 8. Lunch for four in Columbus at 
...of the day/A Cafe, Penny Miekow, 
purchased by Eula Wintermann, S140; 9. 
Red Case toy combine, Boettcher-Hlav-
inka Company, purchased by R.L Kohlef-
fel. $305; 

10. Mammogram, Rice District 
Community Hospital, purchased by Dan 
Mahalitc, $60; 11. Boneless barbecued 
ham, Austin's BBQ & Catering, Ron & 

Denice Janow, purchased by David Win­
termann, $80; 12. 2-Seater Outdoor 
Rocking Chair, Remodeling Plus, Bret 
Hudman, purchased by Bret Hudman, 
$170; 13. Italian cream cake on covered 
pedestal stand, Anna Lee Higgins, pur­

chased by Melvin Stancik, $100; 
14. "Book of Virtues" by WIBfaui 

Bennett, Virginia Reed, puichawd by 
Betty Wegenhoft, $35; 15. 'HrbJMrca't 
Book of Virtues" by WiUlan Bcuwtt, 

(See AHCtkn, Page 7) 

By Dr. Eric R. Tapper, Podiatrist 

FOOT FUNGUS, RELATIVELY SPEAKING 
Since they spend so much of their time cooped up in daik, damp quarten, feet 

are perfect targets for yeast and other fungus infections. One of the facton that 
makes such infections tricky U> treat is their inter-relatedness. A person who de­
velops a typical "athlete's foot" infection may also be susceptible U) a secondary 
yeast infection. Another bacterial infection might follow as well. If die original 
athlete's foot is treated simply with an anti-fungal product, the related infections 
may continue. For persistent infections, medications stronger than those available 
over-the-counter may be necessary. Also, tests may be required to determine 
exactly which type of organism is causing the infections, so appropriate treatment 
can be prescribed. A chronic fungus similar to athlete's foot may alto grow under 
the toenail, which almost always calls for professional treatment 

Are you plagued by athlete's foot or other fungal infections? One of the best 
things you can do to lake good care of your feet is to treat them to regular 
professional podiatric care. With all they do for you, we feel your feet deserve i t 
We'll do all we can to teach you how, together as a team, we can keep you smiling 
with every step. Complete foot care awaits you at Rice District Community 
Hospital; call 234-5571.1 am there every Tuesday. 

P.S. One of the best things you can do to prevent athlete's ^oot is to keep feet 
dry. Wear absorbent socks and switch shoes daily. 

generated and inipiuTeiiieim iiutte 
widKNit using taxpayer money. 

According to Keidi, die Hospital b 
making a concerted effort to improve 
its ability K) bill «id collectefficiendy. 
The Hoqiital'i business office recent­
ly purchased die new computer sys­
tem, CPSI (Computer Program Sys­
tems Inc.), to improve hospital and 
customer sttisfaction. The system is 
faster, more timely and accurate aid 
will produce bUls dial shoukl be easier 
10 rnd and awletstand 

THANK YOU 
Citizens and Voters of Colorado County: 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the citizens 
of Colorado County for electing me your sheriff. I will 
do my best to make the Sheriff's Department one you 
will be proud of. 

I also want to thank all the individuals who 
supported me throughout my entire campaign: the 
people who gave their spare time and worked so hard 
painting signs and helping to put them up; the 
property owners who allowed me to display the 
signs; those who gave their time to organize and 
work at my benefits and those who participated in 
them; those of you who gave monetary 
contributions; the supporters who helped with mail 
outs and phone calls; the many 
friends and family members who 
were there for me with words of 
encouragement, persistence, and 
determination. 

Each of these aspects were vital 
to the campaign and my 
subsequent election. For all of this 
I am very thankful. 

My sincere thanks to all of you! 
R.H. "Curly" Wied 

PoMeM MMTtMnan p M lor by Al UtfiMC Ti NLLtaSIM. ir7«S«. 

Does SLEEPING 
KMP YOU Up at NIGHT? 
For OS many as four out of ten people, 

getting a good nigfit's sleep is almost 
impossible. If you're one of tfiese unfortunate 
ones, you'll be glad lo knov«̂  tfiat insomnia, 
sleep-walking, snoring, and sleep apnea can all 
be diagnosed and treated in tfie Sleep Disorder 

Xah af Columbia GutfX^odsl Medical Center. 
Testing and diagnostic work is done on an 
outpatient basis, and most insurance policies 
cover diagnosis and treatment for sleep 
disorders. 

So, if a good nights sleep doesn't come easy 
for you, it's time you did sometfiing about it. 
Call tfie Sleep Disorder Lab TODAY! 

SleeplKsofileriab — 
COLUMBI.A GULF COAST MEDICAL CENTER 
For more information, Call 409-2^-6109 

Monday dirouih Friday, 9M a.ni. to 4:00 p.m. 
or asK your local physician. 

Sr̂ JS**̂ """*̂  Center 


